
Sermon Series:  Faith That Works 

PV Household Worship 
February 19-24, 2018 

 Daily Memory Verse:   
James 3:1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know 
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 

 Daily Reading:  James 3:1-5 
 Song:  Jesus Shall Reign Where’er The Sun 

 
Monday, February 19, “A teacher's words will be judged by God.” 
James 3:1 says, “Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who 
teach will be judged with greater strictness.” Apparently the churches to which James was writing had 
too many people who were self-appointed teachers. In the Jewish synagogues, rabbis were highly 
respected and the title was often one that parents coveted for their sons. It was proper to respect the 
rabbis because of the sacred Scriptures that they explained, but it was wrong to give men the honor 
that God alone deserves. There’s a certain built-in status that comes with becoming a teacher. 
Presumably, you know more than those that you teach, which means that in some way they should 
look up to you. Because of this, there is the built-in danger that some will become Bible teachers for 
reasons of recognition and power. Another danger is that those who took the position for the right 
reason later will fall into pride. If a person goes into teaching the Bible because of a secret desire for 
status or recognition, they are doing it for self. If teachers are not seriously studying to correctly 
interpret the scriptures, there is a problem. If teachers are not living what they are teaching, they will 
answer to God. James is not trying to chase off teachers in the church, rather his point is that a person 
should not take on the role of teacher unless God is leading them to do so. Why? Because teachers 
will incur a stricter judgment. We who teach God’s Word will be more accountable, because our 
words affect more people. Any time that we teach, we should keep in mind the sober fact that we will 
stand before the Lord to give an account for the words we speak! 

 Who are some of the spiritual teachers in the church that have influenced you most over the 
years? 

 What made them a good teacher? Why do you think teachers will be judged more strictly?  

 Memory Verse James 3:1 

 Prayer – Father, thank you for the teachers in our church. Please help them to rightly divide Your 
Word and keep their motives pure. 

 
Tuesday, February 20, “We all stumble in many ways.” 
James 3:2 says, "For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he 
is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body." The point of James chapter 2 was that genuine 
Christians will participate in genuine good works in obedience to God. And yet, James is fully aware 
that fallible human beings will never do so without stumbling. With all of James' talk about how those 
who truly trust God do good works, it's easy to make the mistake of thinking he is saying that 
Christians must be perfect. James includes himself in this statement: "we all stumble in many ways". 
One struggle of the Christian life is our awareness of the many ways we continue to stumble. 
However, James also lets us know that our goal is to stop stumbling, to trust the Holy Spirit to control 
us at all times. We're not there yet, especially when it comes to our words. The sign of a Christian who 
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has matured in the faith is one who never stumbles in what they say or how they say it. Such a 
believer is careful to not say anything unkind, hurtful, selfish, proud, rude, or manipulative. They have 
learned to say words motivated by faith in God and love for each other. When we learn to bring our 
words under the control of the Spirit, we will be in control of every part of ourselves. We will have 
"bridled"—or learned to keep in check—our entire body.  

 What are some ways we stumble with our words? (Lies, deceit, boasting, cursing, gossiping...) 

 Read Matthew 12:34-37. How do words and actions relate? What are the warnings of Jesus 
concerning our words? 

 Memory Verse James 3:1 

 Prayer - Jesus, help me to consider my words today. May Your Spirit control my heart and my 
tongue. 

 
Wednesday, February 21, “A little bit of control.” 
James 3:3 says, "If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole 
bodies as well."  Horses are large, powerful animals. And yet, they can be controlled with a small piece 
of metal and a few leather straps. A bit is a metal bar which is placed behind the horse's teeth and 
under the tongue, resting against the soft tissues in the mouth. This gives the rider the ability to 
create pressure on the animal, and even pain, if used roughly. With a bit in a horse's mouth, even a 
small rider is able to control this large animal, to make it obey, to steer it wherever the rider wants to 
go. James' point is that a large, powerful animal can be overcome and controlled by something very 
small. The power of the bit is not in its size, but in its effectiveness. James will quickly reveal that we 
struggle more to have control over our own words than we do over horses. And, in the next verses, he 
shows that the power of the tongue is not related to its size. The bit must overcome contrary 
powerful forces to direct the horse. A horse can do much useful work, but only if it can be directed. To 
work properly and accomplish good things, the bit must be under the control of a hand that knows 
how to use it properly. In the same way, the tongue must overcome the contrary force of the flesh 
and be under God’s wise control if it is to accomplish anything good. 

 Think back over your life.  How has your tongue directed you? How has it benefitted you?  When 
has it has created trouble for you? 

 What are some ways you have used your speech to steer your life this week?  

 Memory Verse James 3:1 

 Prayer - Father, help me to thank those who have blessed me, apologize to those whom I have 
spoken harshly and unjustly to , and offer genuine praise to You today. 

 
Thursday, February 22, “One word, innocently misspoken, can cost!” 
James 3:4 says, “Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they 
are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs.”  There was an ambitious 
young businessman by the name of Bernard Baruch. He was given an opportunity to invest in a Texas 
sulfur mining venture. He decided to ask the wealthy J. P. Morgan to partner with him.  Geologists 
had given the project a favorable report, but there was still some risk. Morgan was interested until 
Baruch said, “C'mon, you’ve taken bigger gambles than this.” Morgan glared at him and then replied 
with great disgust, “I never gamble.” The word "gambles" had killed the deal. Morgan thought that 
investing was respectable but that gambling was a sin. If one word, innocently misspoken, can cost 
millions, think of how much damage careless, hurtful, words can cause. They can ruin a person’s 
reputation and destroy the closest relationships. James said it’s easier to guide a mighty ship with a 



Sermon Series:  Faith That Works 

very small rudder than to control the tongue. Your tongue is seemingly a small and insignificant organ, 
but left uncontrolled can do significant damage. We all would be wise to pray daily, “Set a guard, O 
Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips” - Psalm 141:3. Speaking without thinking is 
like shooting without taking aim. 

 What examples from nature does James give us about how something small controls something 
big? How do these relate to the tongue? 

 Give some examples from the Bible about the destructive power of the tongue (Satan in the 
garden of Eden, Absalom and David, Delilah and Samson, Antichrist in last days). 

 Memory Verse James 3:1 

 Prayer - Father, help me to use my speech for Your glory. Help my speech to guide my actions. 
Help my actions to reflect Your glory!  

 
Friday, February 23, “The one who controls the rudder steers the ship.” 

James 3:4, 5 says, “Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, 
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a 
small member, yet it boasts of great things.” Just because the tongue is small does not mean it is 
weak. James wants to show how something small can be powerful. Learning to control certain aspects 
of our lives will, by necessity, lead to control over all others. The power behind huge ships in James' 
day was the mighty wind, but nobody can control the wind. Wooden sailing ships full of cargo could 
weigh thousands of pounds. And yet, a pilot could alter the movement of the most massive boat using 
just a relatively small piece of wood: the rudder. A rudder is the paddle-like plank used to steer a 
ship. So, if we learn to control our tongues—meaning the words we say—we could control what we 
do with our entire bodies. The one who controls the rudder steers the entire ship. The man who 
learns to control his tongue is one who has gained control over his entire self.  

 A heart that is wounded or in pain can’t help but utter words that cannot be easily bridled. What is 
the cure? What have you found in your own life that helps? 

 With what individual do you find the most trouble controlling your tongue? What do you think is 
in your heart that causes your tongue‐trouble in this situation? What can you or should you do 
about it? 

 Memory Verse James 3:1 

 Prayer – Father, guard my mouth from speaking boastful things Give me humility of heart and 
humble speech. 

 
Saturday, February 24, Read James 3:1-12 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


